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to separate, and of his intention to take immediate
measures securing her a sufficient income for her
support.    He fully expected that Harriet would
willingly concur in this arrangement, but she did
no such thing; perhaps she did not believe he
would carry it out.    She never at any time took
life seriously; she looked on the rupture between
herself and  Shelley  as  trivial   and   temporary,
and had no wish to make it otherwise.    Godwin
called on her two or three times; he was aware
of   the   estrangement,  and  probably  hoped  by
argument  and  discussion to restore  matters  to
their old footing and bring peace and equanimity
to  his  own  household.     But  although   Harriet
was quite aware of Shelley's love for Godwin's
daughter, and knew, too, that deeds were being
prepared to assure her own separate maintenance,
she said nothing to Godwin, nor did her family
give him any hint.    The impending elopement,
with all its consequences to Godwin, were within
her power to prevent, but she allowed matters to
take their course.   Godwin, evidently very uncom-
fortable, chronicles a " Talk with P. B. S.," and, on
22d July, a " Talk with Jane."   But circumstances
moved faster than he expected, and these many
talks and discussions and complicated moves and
counter-moves only made the position intolerable,
and precipitated the final crisis.     Towards the
close  of  that  month   Shelley's confession  was